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Summary 

China enforces one of the world’s most severe cannabis laws. There is no legal use of 

cannabis for medical or recreational purposes, and even CBD products are banned. 

Possession, importation, or consumption of cannabis in any form is a criminal offense, 

regardless of your country of origin or medical status. Foreign prescriptions carry no legal 

weight, and travelers can face detention, deportation, or prison, even for trace amounts.

 

Background 

Cannabis is classified as a Schedule I narcotic under China’s drug control laws, with zero 

tolerance for personal, medical, or therapeutic use. Although industrial hemp cultivation is 

permitted in specific provinces (like Yunnan and Heilongjiang), this is strictly for fiber or 

export, not local consumption. 

There is no official medical cannabis program, no compassionate use policies, and no 

distinction in law between recreational and medical possession. All enforcement is 

managed by the Ministry of Public Security and the National Narcotics Control Commission. 

Key points about the system: 

• Medical cannabis is not recognized under Chinese law. 

• CBD products are illegal, including oils, supplements, and cosmetics, unless entirely 

THC-free and imported through rare, pre-approved channels. 

• Drug testing may occur for foreign visitors suspected of recent cannabis use 

abroad. 

• Penalties for trafficking and large-scale possession can include life imprisonment 

or the death penalty. 

 

Non-Medical Cannabis 

Cannabis in China is strictly regulated under national drug control laws. The use, possession, 

cultivation, and sale of cannabis for non-medical (recreational) purposes is illegal and 
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subject to severe penalties, including imprisonment, fines, and, in some cases, capital 

punishment for trafficking offenses. 

China maintains a zero-tolerance policy towards recreational cannabis, with no provisions 

allowing its medical or recreational use. While industrial hemp cultivation is permitted 

under strict regulation (primarily for fiber and seed production), THC-rich cannabis remains 

prohibited. 

 

Traveling to China with Medical Cannabis 

China enforces a strict zero-tolerance policy regarding cannabis, including medical 

marijuana and related products. Possession, importation, or use of any cannabis-derived 

substances, regardless of medical prescription, is illegal under Chinese law.  

Travelers carrying medical marijuana or CBD products risk severe penalties such as 

detention, fines, deportation, or imprisonment. Importantly, medical documentation or 

prescriptions from other countries are not recognized or accepted by Chinese authorities.  

Due to these stringent regulations and the potential legal consequences, it is strongly 

advised that travelers do not bring any form of medical cannabis into China. Alternative 

treatment options should be sought prior to travel. 

Steps to Take Before Departure: 

• Remove all cannabis-related products from your luggage, including medical oils, edibles, 

tinctures, or cosmetics containing hemp or CBD. 

• Speak with your doctor about legal substitute medications that meet your health needs 

while abroad. 

• Check the ingredients list of all supplements or wellness products to ensure they contain 

zero cannabinoids. 

• Do not carry prescription paperwork for cannabis-based treatments, as it holds no legal 

value in China and may raise suspicion. 

• For extra caution, contact the Chinese consulate or embassy to confirm current 

restrictions and guidelines. 

 

Practical Tips 

• Check your luggage before departure to ensure there are no cannabis or CBD 
products, including oils, creams, edibles, or even labeled packaging.  

• If you rely on cannabis for medical treatment, ask your doctor to recommend 
THC-free or non-cannabinoid alternatives you can bring legally. 

• Keep a translated medication list (without cannabis) and any relevant medical 
documentation in case of emergency, but leave all cannabis references out. 

• Do not joke or speak casually about cannabis in public, drug references can be 

misinterpreted and may attract police attention. 

The information provided reflects the most current data available; however, as cannabis laws 

are continually evolving, this content should not be interpreted as legal advice. 
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//END OF REPORT// 


